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storage facilities obtained through collection, 

repatriation and donation; and more than 6,664 

accessions of 234 species in field Gene banks. 

Until recently, 286 species of microbial genetic 

resources and 5376 soil samples are conserved 

under ex situ. About 100,639 accessions of 

plants had been distributed from ex-situ collec-

tions to different research and educational insti-

tutions in Ethiopia as well as worldwide. Note 

that the number of accessions and species may 

vary from time to time due to collection and 

distribution activities. 

Moreover, 17 in situ and ex situ field Gene 

banks of endangered forest, medicinal, and   

forage and pasture plants have been established 

and they are expanding.                                                              

Future Direction 

Based on the priority objectives, IBC will    

continue to develop scientific strategies for all 

the relevant Biological resources conservation, 

Sustainable utilization and Access and benefit 

sharing. International standards will be adopted 

and special efforts will be made to tackle the 

enormous qualitative and quantitative           

dimensions of conservation problems unique to 

Ethiopia.  

In addition to seed storage, the Institute will 

make a major effort to increase in situ conserva-

tion areas in relevant ecosystems. A major  

component of  the plans will be the conserva-
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tion of species where many of the wild and weedy 

relatives of cultivated species exist. In situ        

conservation of indigenous and local animal      

species, both domestic and wild, will be enhanced. 

New and  appropriate conservation techniques and 

methodologies will be adopted for aquatic and  

terrestrial biodiversity. The rich indigenous 

knowledge associated with biodiversity will be 

studied and used for biodiversity conservation and 

promoting sustainable utilization. 

CBD and PGRFA 

Globally, the value of biodiversity as a key compo-

nent of the environment was recognized during the 

build-up to the United Nations Conference on   

Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio 

de Janeiro in 1992. Ethiopia ratified the Conven-

tion on Biological Diversity (CBD) in 1994 and the 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture (IT-PGRFA) in 2003. The 

Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) took 

the lead as a focal point of CBD until 2005 and 

handed over to IBC, same year, after a thorough 

revision of the mandates and duties of the two   

institutions. The Institute has been focal point for 

the PGRFA since the ratification in 2003. 

  For more information visit: www.ibc.gov.et 
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Background 

A Plant Genetic Resources Center, Ethiopia 

(PGRC/E) was initially established in May 1976 

through a bilateral technical cooperation agree-

ment between the Governments of Ethiopia and 

Germany. The main objective was to rescue the 

country’s plant genetic  resources from adverse 

impacts of various human activities and natural 

calamities and thereby, support crop improve-

ment programs. In 1998, it was re-established as 

the Institute of Biodiversity Conservation and 

Research (IBCR) broadening its mandate and 

duties to implement Ethiopia's obligation to the 

Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD).  In 

2004, the Institute of Biodiversity Conservation 

(IBC) was amended. 

Vision 

By 2023, IBC will be Center of Excellence in 

Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use  

in Africa. 

Mission 

Undertake study and research on the proper  

conservation of Ethiopia’s Biodiversity and   

associated indigenous knowledge; Establish  

participatory conservation mechanisms; Ensure 

fair and equitable Access and Benefit Sharing; 

Promote sustainable utilization of biodiversity 

for sustainable development. 

Objectives 

The Objective of the Institute is to ensure the appro-

priate Conservation and Utilization of the Country's 

Biodiversity. 

Mandates and Duties 

Ethiopia has set clear national policy directives on 

conservation of biological resources. In the past, 

conservation efforts focused on plant genetic       

resources and priority was given to field crops. 

Since 1998, the Institute was given a wider mandate 

of conservation and sustainable utilization of all 

forms of biological resources including plants,    

animals and microbial genetic resources as well as   

associated indigenous knowledge. Ecosystem    

management is also recognized as one of the areas 

to be given priority.  

As to the importance of biodiversity and our        

dependence on biological resources, conservation 

efforts give emphasis to local and national needs and 

values. The Institute, thus, has power and duties  

related to the conservation and promoting the      

sustainable utilization of Ethiopia’s biodiversity. 

This includes maintaining and developing interna-

tional relations with bilateral and multilateral bodies 

having the potential to providing technical           

assistance. The Institute, on the basis of national 

legislation, has the responsibility and duty to imple-

ment international conventions, agreements and  

obligations on biodiversity to which Ethiopia is 

a party. 

Organization 

The Institute consists of two key processes 

(Directorates), namely: (1) Biodiversity Conser-

vation and Sustainable Use, and (2) Genetic 

Resources Transfer and Regulation; and five 

support processes, namely: (1) Public Relations 

and Communication, (2) Finance, Procurement 

and Property Administration, (3) Audit, (4) 

Plan & Programme, and (5) Human Resources 

Development and Administration. The Conser-

vation and Use Directorate has five case teams, 

namely: (1) Animal, (2) Forest, (3) Crop & 

Horticulture, (4) Microbial Geenetic Resources; 

and (5) Genebank and Laboratories case teams.  

The Institute is lead by a Director General 

(DG). The Core Management and the Council 

are accountable to the DG. The Core Manage-

ment consist of directors of the key and support 

processes, while the Council is made up of all 

management members and case team leaders. 

Collection and Conservation 

The Gene bank is one of the leading Gene 

banks in Africa and has accomplished a tremen-

dous work in exploration, collection, and     

conservation of plant genetic resources.       

Currently, the Gene bank holds more than 62, 

334 accessions of 165 plant species in cold  


