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Preamble

Ethiopia, being one of the major centres of origin/diversity for many
cultivated plant species, has aso immense wealth of wild plant, animal
and microbial genetic resources. These genetic resources are vital to the
economic, social and environmental development of the country.
However, this endowment of genetic resources is threatened by
irretrievable loss of biodiversity as a result of , inter alia, resource
mismanagement and degradation leading to genetic erosion. The
government has duly recognized and is concerned about this phenomenon.
The situation, therefore, requires an urgent national action to ensure the
conservation of genetic resources and develop rational systems for their
development and sustainable use.

Lack of comprehensive policy guidelines, awareness and appreciation on
plant, animal and microbia genetic resources importation, exportation and
exchange activities has resulted in the movement of genetic resources into
and out of the country in an unregulated and uncoordinated manner. This
has resulted in the loss of benefits from valuable indigenous genetic
resources and in the introduction of unverified genetic materials, diseases,
pests and weeds in to the country.

One of the priority areas of national action towards the effective
conservation, rational development and sustainable utilization of genetic
resources is a national commitment through an appropriate government
policy. To this end, the national policy on Biodiversity Conservation and
Development is formulated based on the rationale that the conservation of
biodiversity is one of the conditions of the overal socio economic
development and sustainable environmental management goals. Hence,
because of its vital importance in the socio economic well being of the
Ethiopia people, the conservation, proper management and the use of
biodiversity need to be supported by policy, legidation and national
capacity building.

Objecitives

The objectives of the National Policy for Biodiversity Conservation and
Research are to:

ensure that the Ethiopian plant, animal and microbial genetic resources
and essential ecosystems as a whole are conserved, developed, managed
and sustainably utilized,;
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assert national sovereignty over genetic resources and develop a
mechanism for afair exchange, safe movement and proper management of
these resources;

enrich the genetic resources of the country through introduction (from
abroad and within the country), repatriation and restoration in accordance
with the laws and regulations of the country and according to bilateral
and/or multilateral agreements the country has made;

build national scientific capacities and capabilities to explore, collect,
conserve, characterize, evaluate and utilize the biodiversity of the country;

integrate biodiversity conservation and development programs into
Federal and Regional agricultural, health, industrial and overal national
economic development strategies and plans;

recognize, foster and augment the indigenous knowledge and methods
relevant to the conservation, development and sustainable use of
biodiversity, and promote and encourage the development and putting into
practice of new and emerging technol ogies such as biotechnol ogy;

encourage the participation and support of local communities in
biodiversity conservation, development and utilization. Furthermore,
ensure that they share the benefit accrued as a result of using indigenous
knowledge and/or germplasm;

create a functional and efficient organizationa structure to ensure inter
ingtitutional linkage and coordination in biodiversity conservation,
development and utilization;

promote regiona and international cooperation in biodiversity
conservation, development and sustainable use;

Policy Directives

In order to realize the objectives started, the following policy directives will be
followed:-

the government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia will enact, and
update as necessary, legidation to protect; conserve and sustainably utilize the
biological resourcesin Ethiopia.

The government will give due attention to the exploration, collection,
conservation, characterization, evaluation and utilization as well as to promoting
research and development of the flora, fauna and microbial genetic resources.
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recognizing the fact that Ethiopia has sovereign rights over its genetic resources
any exploration, inventory, collection, movement exchange, repatriation and the
use of these genetic resources will be governed by the laws and regulations of the
country aswell as bilateral and/or multilateral agreements.

Establish a body that enforces this policy,

The Federal and Regional Governments will ensure the integration of biodiversity
conservation and sustainable use related education into the educational system
and the creation of awareness on biodiversity issues at the individual, family and
community levels.

Traditional conservation and utilization systems and indigenous knowledge on
biodiversity will be surveyed, assessed, documented, studied, improved and
utilized.

Community participatory approach in the decision making processes and the
creation of community based systems which recognize resource rights of the local
people and enable them to get economic benefits from jointly and sustaiably
managed natural resources will be ensured.

the government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia will put the
administration and management of in-situ conservation areas (national parks and
other categories of designated protected areas) under the Federal or Regionad
Governments.

The Nationa Policy for Biodiversity Conservation and Research will be
integrated with and supported by policies and strategies on the national economy,
agriculture, industry health, education, population and urbanization, energy and
construction, resource management and environmental protection. The policiesin
these sectors shall be harmonized to enhance sustainable production systems and
to encourage the development of aternative resources and sustainable
management systems in order to reduce the pressure on and avoid degradation of
the biological resources.

In order to plan, develop and reorient the different biodiversity conservation and
development related activities in the country and create an integrated national
biodiversity program, a functional national biodiversity networking system will be
created.

Strong national capacities and capabilities in scientific personnel, research
infrastructure, funding and facilities are essential to undertake active biodiversity
conservation, research and development. Hence, the Government will give high
priorities for building national capacities and capabilities in biodiversity
conservation and development. Since the management and sustainable use of
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genetic resources is a multidisciplinary field requiring an integrated effort of a
range of experts, the Government will follow up the training and organization of
professionals in those areas/disciplines relevant to biodiversity conservation and
devel opment.

A national biodiversity information and documentation system that is capable of
acquiring, documenting, processing and disseminating information relevant to the
conservation and sustainable utilization of the country's biodiversity to potential
users will be established.

The government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia shall take the
necessary steps to discharge its obligations under international treaties concerning
the protection, conservation or utilization of biological resources.

The federal and regional governments shall receive and distribute revenues
generated from biodiversity exclusively for the benefit of communities associated
with or participating in the conservation of biological resources, and the costs of
administering, developing and managing biodiversity.



