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¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ U`U` wN?^© þK=c= 
 
1. SpÉU 
 
1.1 ›=ƒÄåÁ u¯KU LÃ ¾u`"� ¾Ów`“ }¡KA‹ SõKmÁ“ S^u=Á ŸJ’<ƒ 

ª“ ¾Ë’+¡ Gwƒ T°ŸKA‹ ›”ÇD ŸSJ”ªU u}ÚT] cò ¾Æ` ukM 
°ìªƒ' ¾�”edƒ“ ¾Ønp” Qªdƒ Ë’+¡ Gwƒ vKu?ƒ ’‹:: ÃI ¾Ë’+¡ 
Gwƒ KGÑ]~ ›=¢•T>Á© TIu^©“ ›"vu=Á© �ÉÑƒ ¨d˜ ›e}ªê* 
ÁÅ`ÒM:: ’Ñ` Ó” ÃI Gwƒ u›G<’< Ñ>²? u}ðØa“ uc¨< c^i ‹Óa‹ 
U¡”Áƒ uSS“S”“ }ðØa›© Ã²~U uSÇŸU LÃ uSJ’< S}Ÿ=Á 
uTÃÑ˜Kƒ G<’@� KØóƒ uSÅ[Ó LÃ ’¨<:: ÃI” ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ 
Øóƒ S”ÓYƒ uÅ”w }Ñ”´x�M:: �Ácu¨<U SØ…M:: eK²=I ÃI 
¾Ë’+¡ Gw�‹”” KSÖup k×Ã’ƒ vK¨< SM¡ KTÇu`“ KSÖkU 
¾T>Áe‹M ›e†"DÃ wN?^© �`UÍ S¨<cÉ”“ }Ñu=¨<” Y`¯ƒ 
S²`Òƒ” ÃÖÃnM:: 

 
1.2 ¾°ìªƒ' ¾�”edƒ“ ¾Ønp” Qªdƒ ¾Ë’+¡ Gwƒ ¨Å GÑ` TeÑvƒ”& 

ŸGÑ` Te¨×ƒ”“ ¾M¨<¨<Ø }Óv^ƒ” u}SKŸ} ›ÖnLÃ ¾þK=c= 
SS]Á �“ }Ñu=¨< Ó”³u? vKS•\ U¡”Áƒ ¾}KÁ¿ ´`Á−‹ ¨Å GÑ` 
¨<eØ ¾TeÑv~“ ŸGÑ` ¾Te¨×~ �”penc? lØØ` ¾ÑAÅK¨<“ 
ÁM}k“Ë SJ”'ÃI G<’@� ÅÓV ¨<É ŸJ’< GÑ` ukM ¾Ë’+¡ Gw„‹ 
¾T>Ñ–<ƒ” ØpV‹ K=Áek` ŸS‰K<U u}ÚT] U”’�†¨< ÁM}[ÒÑÖ 
´`Á−‹ Ÿ²=I Ò` u}ÁÁ²U ¾´`Á ug�−‹' }vÄ‹“ ›[V‹ ¨Å GÑ` 
¨<eØ SÓvƒ” ›eŸƒLDM& �ÁeŸ}KU ’¨<:: 

 
1.3 ¾Ë’+¡ Gwƒ” u›e}TT˜ G<’@� SÖup”' T>³“© uJ’ eMƒ 

TÇu`”“ k×Ã’ƒ vK¨< G<’@� SÖkU” u}SKŸ} pÉT>Á K=c×†¨< 
ŸT>Ñv†¨< wN?^© �`UÍ−‹ ›”Æ wN?^© ›sU” u}Ñu=¨< 
¾S”ÓYƒ þK=c= SÓKê ’¨<:: ÃI””U �¨<” KTÉ[Ó“ ¾QÃ¨�© 
Gwƒ” SÖup K›ÖnLÃ TIu[ ›=¢•T>Á© �ÉÑƒ“ K²Lm ¾›"vu= 
Øun ¯LT−‹ Sd"ƒ ›eðLÑ> ŸJ’< kÇT> G<’@�−‹ ›”Æ J• uSÑ–~ 
ÃI ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ wN?^© þK=c= ¨Ø…M:: eK²=I ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ 
Øun' }Ñu= ›ÁÁ´“ ›ÖnkU K›=ƒÄåÁ Q´w TIu[ ›=¢•T>Á© 
°ÉÑƒ Ÿõ}— ›e}ªê* ¾T>ÁÅ`Ó uSJ’< uþK=c= uQÓ“ uwN?^© 
›pU Ó”v� K=ÅÑõ“ K=Ö“Ÿ` ÃÑvM:: 

 
2. ¯LT−‹ 
 
2.1 ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ U`U` wN?^© þK=c= ¯LT−‹ ¾T>Ÿ}K<ƒ 

“†¨<:: 
 

* ¾›=ƒÄåÁ ¾°ìªƒ' ¾�”edƒ“ ¾Ønp” Qªdƒ Ë’+¡ Gw„‹“ 
›ÖnLÃ Y`¯} UIÇa‹ SÖun†¨<”' SMT�†¨<”' u›Óvu< 
SÁ³†¨<”“ u²Lm’ƒ uØpU LÃ SªL†¨<” T[ÒÑØ 

 
* uË’+¡ Gwƒ LÃ ¾wN?^© vKu?ƒ’ƒ SŸu`”' ÃI” Gwƒ 

uT>³“©’ƒ SKª¨Ø”' Ñ<Çƒ uTÁeŸƒM SMŸ< T”kdke”“ 
u›ÖnLÃ }Ñu= ›ÁÁ²<” ¾T>Á[ÒÓØ ²È Sk¾e 
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* uGÑ]~ QÑA‹“ Å”x‹ �”Ç=G<U GÑ]~ vÅ[Ñ‰†¨< ¯KU ›kõ 
eUU’„‹ SW[ƒ ¾GÑ]~ ¾Ë’+¡ Gw„‹ ŸGÑ` ¨<eØU J’ 
ŸGÑ` ¨<ß uTcvcw“ uTe}ª¨p �”Ç=G<U ŸGÑ` ¾¨×¨<” 
uTeSKe TuMìÓ Tu[��ƒ:: u}ÚT]U vQL© �¨<kƒ“ 
¾Ë’+¡ Gwƒ uØpU LÃ uT>¨<K<uƒ Ñ>²? ŸT>Ñ–¨< ØpU }"óÃ 
SJ“†¨<” T[ÒÑØ& 

 
* uQÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ SÇu` H>Åƒ ›Óvw vL†¨< É`Ï„‹ 

S"ŸM K=•` ¾T>Ñv¨<” ƒee`“ p”Ïƒ KT[ÒÑØ ¾T>Áe‹M 
}Óv^©“ kM×ó Sªp` SõÖ`& 

 
* ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ MTƒ SÇu`”“ ²Ko� ÁK¨< ›ÖnkU” 

¨<Ö?�T KTÉ[Ó ›"vu=Á©“ ¯KU›kó© ƒww`” Tu[��ƒ:: 
 
3. ¾þK=c= SS]Á−‹ 
 
 ¾}Ökc<ƒ” ¯LT−‹ }Óv^© KTÉ[Ó ¾T>Ÿ}K<ƒ ¾þK=c= 

SS]Á−‹ }ðéT>’ƒ Ã•^†ªM:: 
 
3.1 ¾›=ƒÄåÁ ôÈ^L© ÈV¡^c=Á© ]ùwK=¡ S”ÓYƒ ¾GÑ]~” 

¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ KSÖup' KS”ŸvŸw“ ²Lm’ƒ vK¨< ¾›ÖnkU 
Y`¯ƒ SW[ƒ KT^SÉ ¾T>Áe‹M ›Ç=e QÓ“ Å”w �”Å 
›eðLÑ>’~ Á¨×M �eŸ›G<” ¾T>W^v†¨<” QÑA‹“ Å”x‹ 
ÁhiLM:: 

 
3.2 S”ÓYƒ K°ìªƒ K�”edƒ“ KØnp” Qªdƒ Ë’+¡ Gwƒ p˜ƒ' 

›cvcw' ›Övup' ¾vI]Áƒ ƒ”}“' ÓUÑT“ ›ÖnkU �”Ç=G<U 
KØ“ƒ“ U`U` SÇu` }Ñu=¨<” ƒŸ<[ƒ Ãc×M:: 

 
3.3 ›=ƒÄåÁ uQÃ¨�© Gw… LÃ ¾vKu?ƒ’ƒ Swƒ ÁLƒ SJ’<” 

uSÑ”²w ÃI” ¾Ë’+¡ Gwƒ ›eSM¡„ ¾T>Ÿ“¨” T”—¨<U 
¾p˜ƒ' ¾U´Ñv' ¾›cvcw' ¾T”kdke' ¾SKª¨Ø' ¨Å GÑ` 
¾TeSKe' �”Ç=G<U ¾SÖkU }Óv` uGÑ]~ QÓ“ Å”w 
�”Ç=G<U uG<Kƒ ¨Ñ”“ ¨ÃU ŸG<Kƒ uLÃ ŸJ’< ¨Ñ•‹ Ò` 
uT>Å[Ñ< eUU’„‹ SW[ƒ ÃJ“M:: 

 
3.4 ÃI”” þK=c= ¾T>ÁeðêU ›"M TssU 
 
3.5 ¾ôÅ^M“ ¾¡ML© S”ÓY�ƒ ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ ²Ko�© 

›ÖnkU ’¡ ƒUI`„‹ uGÑ]~ ¾ƒUI`ƒ Y`¯ƒ ¨<eØ uT>Ñv 
SªHÇ†¨<”“ ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Ñ<ÇÄ‹” u}SKŸ} uÓKcw' 
uu?}cw“ u›ÖnLÃ uQw[}cw ²”É }Ñu=¨< Ó”³u? Se[ì<” 
T[ÒÑØ:: 

 
3.6 vIL© ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ ¾Øun“ ¾›ÖnkU eM„‹ �”Ç=G<U ›Ñ` 

ukM �¨<k„‹ uT>Ñv }cweu¨<' }S´Óu¨<' }Ö”}¨<“ 
}hiK¨< uØpU LÃ �”Ç=¨<K< TÉ[Ó:: 

 
3.7 u¨<d’@ ›c×Ø H>Åƒ ¾Qw[}cu<” }dƒö �”Ç=G<U ¾›"vu=¨<” 

Q´w ¾Gwƒ vKu?ƒ’ƒ ¾T>Á[ÒÓÖ<“ Ÿ�’²=IU uÒ^“ 
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u›e}TT˜ �”¡w"u? ŸT>Á²< ¾}ðØa Gw„‹ KQ´u< ›=¢•T>Á© 
ÖkT@�” KTeÑ–ƒ ¾T>Áe‹K< uQw[}cu< LÃ ¾}Sc[~ 
Y`¯„‹ �”Ç=•\ TÉ[Ó:: 

 
3.8 ¾›=ƒÄåÁ ôÅ^L© Ç=V¡^c=Á© S”ÓYƒ ŸÑ>²? ¨Å Ñ>²? }Ö”„ 

uT>k`wKƒ ¾¨<X’@ Gdw SW[ƒ ¾²x� Øun−‹” (wN?^© 
þ`¢‹”“ K?KA‹ ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun x�−‹”) u¾Å[Í¨< 
uôÅ^L© S”ÓYƒ ¨ÃU u¡ML© S”ÓY�ƒ Y` 
�”Ç=}ÇÅ\“ �”Ç=S\ ÁÅ`ÒM:: 

 
3.9 ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ U`U` wN?^© þK=c= ŸwN?^© 

¾›=¢•T>' ¾�`h' ¾›=”Æeƒ]' ¾Ö?“' ¾ƒUI`ƒ' ¾Y’ Q´w“' 
¾Ÿ}T' ¾GÃM“ ¾I”é' ¾Gwƒ ›ÁÁ´“ ¾›"vu= Øun þK=c=−‹“ 
eƒ^‚Í=−‹ Ò` ¾}ªGÅ“ u�’²=G<U ¾}ÅÑð ÃJ“M:: ²Lm’ƒ 
ÁL†¨< ¾TU[ƒ e`¯„‹ SÇu`” KTu[��ƒ& u�’²=IU 
e`¯„‹ ›T"Ã’ƒ ue’ QÃ¨�© Gw„‹ LÃ ¾T>S×¨<” }ê�• 
KSk’e“ ¾T>ÁeŸƒK¨<” Ñ<Çƒ KTe¨ÑÉ ¾�’²=I ²`ö‹ 
þK=c=−‹ �`e u`d†¨< ¾}Ñ“²u<“ ¾}××S< �”Ç=J’< ÁÅ`ÒM:: 

 
3.1® uGÑ]~ ¨<eØ ŸQÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ U`U` Ò` ¾}ÁÁ²< 

¾}KÁ¿ }Óv^ƒ” KTkÉ' KTÇu`“ ƒ¡¡K— ›p×Ý KTeÁ´ 
�”Ç=G<U ¾}k“Ë wN?^© ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ S`H Ów` KSõÖ` 
K}Óv^©’ƒ ›Sˆ ¾J’ ¾SÑ“— Y`¯ƒ Ã²[ÒM:: 

 
3.11 Ö”"^ ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun' U`U`“ ›ÖnkU KTŸ“¨” 

ueóƒ ¾cKÖ’ ¾c¨< �ÃM' uØ“ƒ“ U`U`' uSW[} MTƒ 
ÉÒõ“ u›ÑMÓKAƒ cß Sd]Á−‹ Ö”"^ wN?^© wnƒ“ 
‹KA� ¨d™‹ “†¨<:: eK²=IU S”ÓYƒ KQÃ¨�© Gwƒ 
Øun“ U`U`' KwN?^© wnƒ“ ‹KA� Ó”v� Ÿõ}— ƒŸ<[ƒ 
Ãc×M:: ¾Ë’+¡ Gwƒ �”¡w"u?“ ²Lm ›ÖnkU ¾}KÁ¿ 
S<Á−‹” ¾T>Ádƒõ“ ¾u`"� S<Á}™‹” ¾}k“Ë Ø[ƒ 
¾T>ÖÃp uSJ’< S”ÓYƒ KQÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun“ SÇu` 
›Óvw ÁL†¨< S<Á}™‹” ¾TcMÖ”“ ¾TÅ^Ë~” Ñ<ÇÃ up`w 
ÃŸ�}LM:: 

 
3.12 uGÑ]… ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ ›Övup” ²Lm ›ÖnkU” u}SKŸ} 

S[Í ¾Tcvcw' ¾SS´Ñw' ¾TÅ^Ëƒ“ K}ÖnT>−‹ 
¾Tc^Úƒ ‹KA�“ wnƒ ÁK¨< wN?^© ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ S[Í“ 
c’É TÅ^Í Y`¯ƒ Ã²[ÒM:: 

 
3.13 ¾QÃ¨�© Gwƒ Øun MTƒ“ ›ÖnkU” u}SKŸ} S”ÓYƒ 

ÁìÅn†¨<” ¯KU ›kõ eUU’„‹” KTeðìU ¾T>Áe‹K< 
G<’@�−‹” ÁS‰‰M:: 

 
3.14 ôÅ^L© S”ÓYƒ“ ¾¡MM S”ÓY�ƒ ŸQÃ¨�© Gwƒ 

¾T>cueu<ƒ Ñu= KQÃ¨�© Gwƒ ›Övup' MTƒ“ ›e}ÇÅ` 
�”Ç=G<U u›Övul“ u�”¡w"u?¨< LÃ }dƒö KT>ÁÅ`Ñ< ¾›"vu= 
Qw[}cw ØpU �”Ç=¨<M ÁÅ`ÒM:: 
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National Policy on Biodiversity Conservation and Research 
 
1. Preamble 
 
1.1 Ethiopia, being one of the major centres of origin/diversity for many 

cultivated plant species, has also immense wealth of wild plant, animal 
and microbial genetic resources. These genetic resources are vital to the 
economic, social and environmental development of the country. 
However, this endowment of genetic resources is threatened by 
irretrievable loss of biodiversity as a result of , inter alia, resource 
mismanagement and degradation leading to genetic erosion. The 
government has duly recognized and is concerned about this phenomenon. 
The situation, therefore, requires an urgent national action to ensure the 
conservation of genetic resources and develop rational systems for their 
development and sustainable use. 

 
1.2 Lack of comprehensive policy guidelines, awareness and appreciation on 

plant, animal and microbial genetic resources importation, exportation and 
exchange activities has resulted in the movement of genetic resources into 
and out of the country in an unregulated and uncoordinated manner. This 
has resulted in the loss of benefits from valuable indigenous genetic 
resources and in the introduction of unverified genetic materials, diseases, 
pests and weeds in to the country. 

 
1.3 One of the priority areas of national action towards the effective 

conservation, rational development and sustainable utilization of genetic 
resources is a national commitment through an appropriate government 
policy. To this end, the national policy on Biodiversity Conservation and 
Development is formulated based on the rationale that the conservation of 
biodiversity is one of the conditions of the overall socio economic 
development and sustainable environmental management goals. Hence, 
because of its vital importance in the socio economic well being of the 
Ethiopia people, the conservation, proper management and the use of 
biodiversity need to be supported by policy, legislation and national 
capacity building. 

 
2. Objecitives 
 
2.1 The objectives of the National Policy for Biodiversity Conservation and 

Research are to: 
 

• ensure that the Ethiopian plant, animal and microbial genetic resources 
and essential ecosystems as a whole are conserved, developed, managed 
and sustainably utilized; 
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• assert national sovereignty over genetic resources and develop a 

mechanism for a fair exchange, safe movement and proper management of 
these resources; 

 
• enrich the genetic resources of the country through introduction (from 

abroad and within the country), repatriation and restoration in accordance 
with the laws and regulations of the country and according to bilateral 
and/or multilateral agreements the country has made; 

 
• build national scientific capacities and capabilities to explore, collect, 

conserve, characterize, evaluate and utilize the biodiversity of the country; 
 

• integrate biodiversity conservation and development programs into 
Federal and Regional agricultural, health, industrial and overall national 
economic development strategies and plans; 

 
• recognize, foster and augment the indigenous knowledge and methods 

relevant to the conservation, development and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, and promote and encourage the development and putting into 
practice of new and emerging technologies such as biotechnology; 

 
• encourage the participation and support of local communities in 

biodiversity conservation, development and utilization. Furthermore, 
ensure that they share the benefit accrued as a result of using indigenous 
knowledge and/or germplasm; 

 
• create a functional and efficient organizational structure to ensure inter 

institutional linkage and coordination in biodiversity conservation, 
development and utilization; 

 
• promote regional and international cooperation in biodiversity 

conservation, development and sustainable use; 
 
3. Policy Directives 
 

In order to realize the objectives started, the following policy directives will be 
followed:- 

 
3.1 the government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia will enact, and 

update as necessary, legislation to protect; conserve and sustainably utilize the 
biological resources in Ethiopia. 

 
3.2 The government will give due attention to the exploration, collection, 

conservation, characterization, evaluation and utilization as well as to promoting 
research and development of the flora, fauna and microbial genetic resources. 
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3.3 recognizing the fact that Ethiopia has sovereign rights over its genetic resources 

any exploration, inventory, collection, movement exchange, repatriation and the 
use of these genetic resources will be governed by the laws and regulations of the 
country as well as bilateral and/or multilateral agreements.  

 
3.4 Establish a body that enforces this policy, 
 
3.5 The Federal and Regional Governments will ensure the integration of biodiversity 

conservation and sustainable use related education into the educational system 
and the creation of awareness on biodiversity issues at the individual, family and 
community levels. 

 
3.6 Traditional conservation and utilization systems and indigenous knowledge on 

biodiversity will be surveyed, assessed, documented, studied, improved and 
utilized. 

 
3.7 Community participatory approach in the decision making processes and the 

creation of community based systems which recognize resource rights of the local 
people and enable them to get economic benefits from jointly and sustaiably 
managed natural resources will be ensured. 

 
3.8 the government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia will put the 

administration and management of in-situ conservation areas (national parks and 
other categories of designated protected areas) under the Federal or Regional 
Governments. 

 
3.9 The National Policy for Biodiversity Conservation and Research will be 

integrated with and supported by policies and strategies on the national economy, 
agriculture, industry health, education, population and urbanization, energy and 
construction, resource management and environmental protection. The policies in 
these sectors shall be harmonized to enhance sustainable production systems and 
to encourage the development of alternative resources and sustainable  
management systems in order to reduce the pressure on and avoid degradation of 
the biological resources. 

 
3.10 In order to plan, develop and reorient the different biodiversity conservation and 

development related activities in the country and create an integrated national 
biodiversity program, a functional national biodiversity networking system will be 
created. 

 
3.11 Strong national capacities and capabilities in scientific personnel, research 

infrastructure, funding and facilities are essential to undertake active biodiversity 
conservation, research and development. Hence, the Government will give high 
priorities for building national capacities and capabilities in biodiversity 
conservation and development. Since the management and sustainable use of 
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genetic resources is a multidisciplinary field requiring an integrated effort of a 
range of experts, the Government will follow up the training and organization of 
professionals in those areas/disciplines relevant to biodiversity conservation and 
development. 

 
3.12 A national biodiversity information and documentation system that is capable of 

acquiring, documenting, processing and disseminating information relevant to the 
conservation and sustainable utilization of the country's biodiversity to potential 
users will be established. 

 
3.13 The government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia shall take the 

necessary steps to discharge its obligations under international treaties concerning 
the protection, conservation or utilization of biological resources. 

 
3.14 The federal and regional governments shall receive and distribute revenues 

generated from biodiversity exclusively for the benefit of communities associated 
with or participating in the conservation of biological resources, and the costs of 
administering, developing and managing biodiversity. 


